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Borrowing a
‘Few Pages From the
Tech Diver’s Playbook

If you've spent time around technical divers,
it’s likely you've heard talk about “pushing the
envelope.” Ever wonder what it means?

First of all, the phrase didn't originate with
tech divers. They borrowed it from aviators,
who borrowed it from mathematicians. The en-
velope we're talking about here isn't the paper
thing into which you slip letters, but the theo-
retical mathematical envelope, which is defined
as “the locus of the ultimate intersections of
consecutive curves.” Perhaps a bit easier to un-
derstand is the aeronautic “flight envelope,”
which has been used since the early 1940s to
describe an aircraft’s performance capabilities.
The phrase “pushing the envelope” referred to
flying an aircraft at, or beyond, its known or rec-
ommended limits.

Simply put, inside the envelope, you're safe.
Outside? Not as much.
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In diving lingo, tech div
scribed as those who push the env
by engaging in diving
the limits of recreational sport diving.
[n general, sport diving is defined as

i ing to depths of
130 feet (40 m) that allow a direct as-
cent to the surface. Dives to great
depths, or into overhead environments
such as wrecks or caves, or those using
gas mixtures other than compressed air
fall into the technical realm.

Certainly not all sport divers are as-
piring envelope-pushers, nor should
they be. Technical diving requires ad-
vanced training, a sizeable investment
in equipment, and a considerable
amount of dedication and discipline.
It’s not for every even those

sort can learn a few things from their
technical brethren.

If you already know a tech diver or
instructor, don’t pass up the opportu-
nity to talk to him or her about techni-
cal diving. You might find out that
some of your preconceptions about
tech diving might be myth. For in-
stance, in the early years, tech divers
gained a reputation for being heedless
risk-takers and thrill-seekers who had
little regard for their own safety. In
fact, the vast majority of tech divers
are meticulous-minded, highly edu-
cated people with a great deal of train-
ing and expertise. They are methodical
and go to great details in the planning
: and execution of their dives.

™ RPNy You might also learn that certain as-
' : - pects of tech diving might a

you. If your scuba instructor is a tech-
y ' nical diver, there’s a good chance that
. ; his or her technical mind-set will in-
fluence certain aspects of your open-
water training mally, some dive
fer wreck div with
f technical and recre-
ational divers. This is a great opportu-
nity to see what tech divers are up to.
This article borrows a few pages

A recreational-level support diver from the technical diver’s play

(at top) checks on tech divers on their W gLt TR S5
20 foot (6 m) dece THE & 2 to help put you in the technical mind

opportunity to learn tech diving set when
protocols and increase knowledge. diving trip.
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